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Message from the Program Coordinator

Today, our world faces an increasing myriad of demands and challenges in agricultural
production, food security, and rural development. According to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), key priorities are to achieve a world without hunger,
malnutrition, and poverty in a sustainable manner. The University of the Ryukyus is situated in
subtropical Okinawa Prefecture, the southernmost part of Japan, connecting easily with the
tropical worlds of Southeast Asia, South Asia, and Pacific regions. Faculty of Agriculture, the
first faculty established in the university, provides diverse majors ranging from an
undergraduate level to doctoral programs. As a result, students and researchers have
opportunities to obtain agricultural technologies, farming skills, food production technologies,
and professional knowledges related to the fields of agricultural marketing, farm management
and even rural tourism.

The International Agriculture Program (IAP) was initiated in 2011 to accomplish two
missions of the Graduate School of the Faculty of Agriculture. One of the missions is to
“nurture talent adaptive to a changing environment and be versatile to play a vital role in a
society of diversity.” Another is to “equip our students with professional skills for developing
high technologies and academic capabilities for a sustainable use of agro-biological resources
based on a global view.”

This program consists of an international internship in summer and a winter course to
invite the students and professors from partner universities to visit our campus in Okinawa. In
this yearly program, two courses of agricultural sciences in English and one course of English
Conversation are provided to enhance students’ communication skills in English. In summer,
students are dispatched to our partnership universities to conduct a short-term project abroad.
In winter course, we invite students and professors who have directly interacted with our
students in the summer internship to Okinawa. In addition, a study tour in the north of Okinawa
Island, and usually an international workshop take place.

Since 2020, the world has experienced a tumultuous year and it was shut down due to
pandemic coronavirus. This program also had to stop dispatching our students to the oversea
countries. Instead, an international seminar (see Part 1 for details) was provided to our IAP
participants and students from the partner universities. In 2021, we had five students participate in
the IAP. In addition, 15 students from IPB University, Khon Kaen University, Ruhuna University (five
students from each university), participated in our international seminar. In September 2021, IAP
participants gave their final reports and received comments from the participants from the

University of the Ryukyus, and our partner universities.

Finally, as the present program coordinator, I would like to express my sincere



appreciation to the professors, students, administrative staff, Foreign Language Education Unit
and International Affairs Division of the University of the Ryukyus for their invaluable support
and cooperation. I also greatly appreciate all the supports from our partnership universities,
IPB University, Khon Kaen University, and Ruhuna University. My special thanks are
addressed to the dean, Prof. Koji Wada and Vice Dean, Prof. Teruko Konishi for their strong
leadership and very insightful advice, which have greatly improved the outcome of this
program. I am also very looking forward to further support and cooperation for the

development of this program.

International Agricultural Program Coordinator: Dr. Bixia Chen

Associate Professor, Faculty of Agriculture, University of the Ryukyus
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25 1 &8 Schedule of 2021 IAP Virtual Exchange Program

Schedule of 2021 IAP Virtual Exchange Program

University of the Ryukyus, IPB University, Ruhuna University, Khon Kaen University

September 14th-24t% (Online-Zoom)

Date and Time

(Japan Standard Activity Time Responsible Person Remarks
Time)
Sept 14(Tue) Welcome ceremony Welcome address 10m Prof. Teruko Konishi Vice Dean, Faculty of Agriculture
16:30~18:00 Orientation of the Introduction of virtual program 10m Dr. Bixia Chen IAP Coordinator
program Introduction of students 30m Student participant
Orientation of group Orientation of group activities 10m Dr. Bixia Chen IAP Coordinator
activities Group students and ice breakers 10m Dr. Bixia Chen IAP Coordinator
Country and university introduction 20m University team
Sept 17(Fri) Group activities Ice breakers, Exchange of campus life 30m Supervisors Supervisors
16:30~18:00 - - - - Group 1: Ms. Krachao Group 1: Coordinator (IPB)
Discussion of presentation topic 40m Group 2: Ms. Rupasinghe Group 2: Coordinator (Ruhuna)
Checking progress 20m Group 3: Dr. Sawitree Group 3: Coordinator (KKU)
Group 4: Dr. Chen Group 4: Coordinator (Ryudai)
Group 5: Dr. Chen Group 5: Coordinator (Ryudai)
Sept 22 (Wed) Group activities Ice breakers, Exchange of research 30m Supervisors Supervisors
16:30~18:00 life Group 1: Ms. Fatma Group 1: Coordinator (IPB)
Group discussion and preparation for 40m Group 2: Ms. Rupasinghe Group 2: Coordinator (Ruhuna)
final presentation Group 3: Ms. Krachao Group 3: Coordinator (KKU)
Checking progress 20m Group 4: Dr. Chen Group 4: Coordinator (Ryudai)
Group 5: Dr. Chen Group 5: Coordinator (Ryudai)
Sept 24 (Fri) Final presentation Final Presentation 15mx5Groups | Dr. Bixia Chen IAP Coordinator
16:30~18:30 Closing remarks Break 10m
Qand A 25m
Closing remarks 10m Prof. Kazuhito Sakai Vice Dean, Faculty of Agriculture




Final Presentation - 2021 IAP Virtual Exchange Program

Group Presenters Presentation timetable Title
Sept 24 (Fri) 16:30~18:30

Group 1: | Mutyarsih Oryza.S*, Dita Maulina Fauziah, Fumi Higashi, | 16:30~16:50 The impact of pandemic (covid-19) on agriculture in developing

Tharani Thirunavukkarasu countries (Thailand, Indonesia and Sri Lanka) and developed
countries (Japan)

Group 2 Tanawat Wongsa*, Shiran Pallewatta, Vita Sindiya, Siba | 16:50~17:10 A resource of renewable energy, Is it better way to new world?
Naoko

Group 3 Ms. Maneerut Maka*, MDS Samaraweera, Refianto Damai | 17:10~17:30 Impact of air pollution in Asia & way forward (Japan, Indonesia,
Darmawan Yumika, Naomasa Thailand, and Sri Lanka)

Group 5 Maria anugerah*, Tamaki Masahi*, Akila Herath, Theerapat | 17:30~17:50 Food Loss and Food Waste Awareness in 4 Countries
Kheawkanha

Group 4 Nurul Iswari*, Ayaka Isa, Jirapong Yangklang, Pamali | 17:50~18:10 Climate Change & Agriculture: Adaptations and Sustainable Land
Mathota Practices
Prof. Kazuhito Sakai (Vice Dean, Faculty of Agriculture) 18:10~18:20 Closing Remark

Note: * Group leaders
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2.1 Final Report



% 2 %0 Final Report and Online Exchange

2.2 Online Exchange (Screenshots)

methods of taking data (gform, taking videos, interviews)

The effect of COVID on Climate changes - IS COVID ALWAYS BAD?
Why this is important

Climate condition before and after COVID

Climate changes awareness based on age group, based on coutry -
google form

Alternative topic : (plan B) i X
Food waste awareness among students - what is food waste

- post harvest - why is it important
- food industry waste - food waste in many field (in 4
What we can do about it countries) N

- how to reduce it

- what we can do as students|

Figure 1 Online group discussion

el —1 |~

Impact of Air Pollution in Asia

[ Japan, Indonesia, Thailand & Sri Lanka ]

AgUs BUGNGLIRE

uhuna W % Dita Maulina Fauziah

Akila Herath = Universit

Figure 3 Zoom snapshot of the opening remark given by Prof. Teruko Konishi



Part 3 A Report of Post Program Assessment of 2021 IAP Virtual Exchange

® A questionnaire survey was conducted on October 2021

® Seventeen copies of survey reports were collected from the total 20 participants

® This questionnaire consist of 14 choice question and two open-ended questions

1. Your university name

17 emEE

@ University of the Ryukyus

@ Bogor Agricultural University (IPB)
@ Khon Kaen University

@ Ruhuna University

2. Your gender

17 EoEZE

® Female
® Male
@ Prefer not to say




3. Cross-Cultural Communication: Imagine you are talking to people whose native
language is different from yours. To what extent do you agree with the following
statements: | carefully observe their reactions (face and/or body).

B 5 ALBEREFOACHD L IR LR 2 NFELZET AL RMT 5, oo RIE (§
R IEEREN) HEFEELSBIE T 5,

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
29.4% Neither disagree nor agree
® Agree
@ Strongly Agree

4. Cross-Cultural Communication: Imagine you are talking to people whose native language is

different from yours. To what extent do you agree with the following statements: | frequently
check that we are understanding each other correctly.

B3 XALBEREROACHD L ITER LR 2HEE 2T AN LM s, A WITIEL CBRfiEL
BAT WS, HMEICHRT 2,

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree




5. Cross-Cultural Communication: Imagine you are talking to people whose native language is

different from yours. To what extent do you agree with the following statements: | listen
carefully to what they say.

B L EREFOASLPHD L BB AR REEZEET AL RIT 2R, LT oididic & ofE
FELET2, HFEOHZ X <EHVTW 3,

@ sStrongly disagree

@ Disagree

@ Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree

@ Strongly Agree

6. Cross-Cultural Communication: Imagine you are talking to people whose native
language is different from yours. To what extent do you agree with the following
statements: | choose and pronounce my words carefully.

B L EREZFOAPCHD L 3B 2 REBEZFE T AL RN T R, Fo2 0 &%
Bl S SEICHERET 2, (B @M HECHEM 3T 2)

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree




7. Cross-Cultural Communication: Imagine you are talking to people whose native
language is different from yours. To what extent do you agree with the following
statements: | give concrete examples to explain my ideas.
SXftaia=r—vav, bR-OEFE ZRZEHEEHETALLFELTRD
LIAERRLCHTLEIV, HAR7IIRDO L) BERICEOREREL 35,
H D&z %HHT 3 7-01c, BARNZARGIZ205 5,

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree

8. Cross-Cultural Communication: Imagine you are talking to people whose native
language is different from yours. To what extent do you agree with the following
statements: [ explain things very carefully.

SXftaia=r—vav, bR-OEFL ZREZEFELHETALLFELTRD
LIARMRLCHTLEIV, HR7IIRDO L) BHFHEICEOREREL 52,
IR %2 & CH TEHICHMAT 2,

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree




9. Cross-Cultural Communication: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree
with the following statements: | like to learn about people from other cultures so that
we can work together.

~

Byftaia=r—vav, UTORLRICEOREREST 22, $-3HEEL RV
EBEZLFEI W, i, —#icHERTE B3 X5, o UL AL ITDo W TR
L PFE TS,

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree

10. Cross-Cultural Communication: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree
with the following statements: | am confident that | can produce work with people
from other places around the globe.

B2 la=r—vav, UTosBic LT, dAakEoREREL T
2. FREFEEL TRV 2R L TLE I », FAlX, ROt K7 A4
CHEFEEFOVHT LA TE L EHELTV S,

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree




11. Cross-Cultural Communication: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree

with the following statements: | am able to adjust to new people, places, and 1the
situations. Xt I 2= —va v LT OGBIC L OREREST 25, £7xIEH
BlawrzRL Tl EI v, FAld, FiLw AL Hir, RPICEIET 2 2 LB TE

5,
@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree

29.4%

12. Cross-Cultural Communication: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with
the following statements: | can work productively with people whose cultural background
is different from mine.

BYfLflaia=r—vav, UFORBIC EOREREST 225, £2RFEL RV
ZRLTLEZT w0, FAlE, B L3RR 2 B REFFO AL LAEERNICE 2 L i
TZ 3%,

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree

13. Satisfaction with Virtual Exchange: | would recommend Ryudai IAP to other students 7
74 VT DRI 122w T : Ryudai AP %t D 224 1B 72 W

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neither disagree nor agree
@ Agree
@ Strongly Agree

14.



14. Program activities: Please select one answer best reflecting your assessment of virtual
program time (hours or days)

TRTSLOES: A1 RRE0OFEME (FEFEEBEEH) OFMI<OLT, ZLETNEL
D% 1 DRATESLY,

| think it was too long.

| think the program time was

. 9 (52.9%)
appropriate

| think it was too short. 8 (47.1%)

| don't know|—0 (0%)

15. Please give your comments regarding this 2021 IAP Virtual Program

Summary:

» I think this program is great because it gives insights to students from different countries,
universities, and majors.

» It was a good chance for me to have international exchange for the first time.

» It was good for me to practice my English.

¥l

® ZD7urT A, RARE, FRAGRREDP LK, FRABLELOFEICOHMA L2525 C
EHTE, ETHRVEEVET,
D TOEBEHRDF ¥ ¥ ATI D272 T,
PEROME A TET I Ao TT,




Individual responses:

| really enjoyed joining the program and getting all the stories about other countries and
cultures

It was my first international academic experience, and it was a really great program. The
program has well guided me for the future works of my academic life. Really wished we
could have been there physically. Many thanks to the organizing committee.

It was a good platform to obtain experiences of international exposure

| really love the diverse culture! | like to get to know new friends with diverse majors.

| think this program is very good because it can add insight for students from various
countries and universities countries and can learn how to organize teams from different
countries.

This is a good program. Although it was held for the first time, everything went well.

The program is very interesting

This program is a good exchange program, | would like to give a big thank to the
organizing university for the opportunity.

| wanted to be informed of the 2021 IAP Virtual Program as soon as possible.

| could not participate some days, but | was able to work with everyone and reconfirm my
own country through information from another country.

This program is very good.

I think my lack of English conversation skills put a lot of strain on the members of the
group. However, the experience of international exchange with people of my own age was
a very good one.

Thank to IAP for giving me such a great experience

I'm really grateful to the IAP for this opportunity

It was a great program.

Thanks to all the coordinators of the IAP Virtual Program. | am very grateful to get the
opportunity to join this great program. This program has allowed me to meet new friends
from different backgrounds and build a new network. | could observe and learn about
different perspectives through discussion as well as other countries’ cultures. This
program also allowed me to improve my English skill, my cooperation and management
ability, and also boost my confidence. Through the final presentation event, my
knowledge has been widened by the amazing job of all the groups which have delivered
interesting and profound topics and material as well as the good feedback from the
audiences and the coordinators. IAP Virtual Program has become an unforgettable
experience and will lead to many opportunities in the future.

Great opportunity and it gave a platform to gain, share and enhance the knowledge, and

gave an opportunity to cross-cultural communication.



16. Please write down your suggestions to help us improve this virtual exchange program next

year.

Summary:

® Content: More group activities and longer program time are needed.

Supplementary lectures on current topics by lecturers from various universities are needed.

® Administration: It would be better if all breakout session participants could be called back to the main
session once the breakout room discussion is over.
It would be helpful to have a manual or leaflet that participants can refer to know the background and

goals of the program.

® Prior learning: Speaking was not a problem with the help of translation software, but it would have

been better if we could have practiced listening beforehand, since listening is largely dependent on

individual ability.

iy

o NE: I/ N—7iE#E%EEeL, 7027 L0RMZIER L TIZ LW,
BRFOFANC X RN 2 T — < IOV CORE BB MLIETT,

@ HE:TLAIN—LDTA4RA Yy avhBbolzb, TRTOHNRESINERZ A4 v+
yvavIKUPRT A TENE, FOVRC A EEVWET,
7w LAOERCHERZMS-0IC, BNERSHTELE~v=2TArL) =71y P D
2B £9,

o HFIEE: Av—F U IRHIRY 7 oI RS0 TR o=, VA=V 2R EAD
RENICRESEAINE DT, HENIC) A=V 7OMEBTE L LD o7z,

Individual Responses:

® | think it would be better to have a longer program like three weeks | guess, so the
participants can prepare the presentation better

® |cebreaking sessions worked well. And it will be better, if you can regather all breakout
room participants back to the main session before ending the meeting. Otherwise, people
will be a little confused about whether to leave the meeting or stay until the host end it.
Add some academic lessons, such as one or two lecturers
| suggest for the further program it shall be arranged and managed carefully, such as the
opening and the introduction. | think Dr Bixia Chen needs an assistant.

® In the future it is possible for team advisors to better match the schedule so that they can
monitor the team better.
If there is no covid-19 epidemic, | want you to organize a face-to-face event in Japan.
Maybe add the number of participating students
This program is online form by Zoom. | think if the Covid situation will deceased cases

that we should make this event on-site




| thought we should practice English more.

There was a lot of autonomy, and we were able to exchange a lot of information, but |
would like to know the schedule a week in advance.

This program is so good. So, | don't have any further suggestions.

Speaking was no problem with the help of a translator, but listening was largely
dependent on individual ability, so it would have been better if we could have practiced
listening beforehand.

The time is too short

If it is a physical exchanging program that would be more productive than virtual
exchanging

Give more activities to students and arrange more meetings.

I think it will be great if the program was conducted for a longer time. So the participants
can explore more aspects and prepare better for the presentation. And also, it will be
helpful if there is a program manual book or leaflet that can be referred by the participant
to know the background and goal of the program. | think it will be more focused and
structured if the program gives a certain big theme each year. Supplementary lecture
from a lecturer from each university about current topics is strongly needed to give the
big picture and foundation to the participants. | think it will be great too if the committee
can give the participants a certificate as a commemoration that could be cherished.

Give more group activities and time of the program



